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Heureka reaches  
30 years!

Mission:
Joy of Discovery!

We spur the joy of discovery 

through research and science.

Vision:
A unique way to get inspired 

and learn about science.

Heureka’s 30th jubilee year was visible in the everyday 
workings of the science centre in many positive ways. 
During its three decades of history, Heureka has es-
tablished its position as a contributor to science and 
source of inspiration. In the 2019 study concerning the 
company image of recreational centres, as conducted 
by Taloustutkimus Oy, Heureka was rated the fourth 
best known visitor destination and, in terms of over-
all rating, as the best of all destinations in the study. 
Our visitors were highly enthusiastic about Heureka’s 
content during the jubilee year; as many as 423,229 
visitors were recorded, which is the highest number of 
visitors Heureka has seen since its opening year. 

The record-breaking year was, for the most part, due 
to the exceptionally attractive content we provided. 
The Giant Dinosaurs exhibition opened in February. 
Investments in the exhibition’s marketing as well as 
its scientific content and memorable virtual staging 
brought the crowds in already in the opening days of 
the exhibition. Meeting this rush in terms of our other 
services was challenging, but our positive visitor feed-
back showed that we succeeded in our endeavours.

The dinosaurs were not, however, the only factor behind 
our success. The Mind Your Brain! exhibition proved 
to be a fascinating and wonderful partner exhibition to 
the dinosaurs. The programme related to our circular 
economy theme included different public events, the 
Circular Factory exhibition opened, the space theme 
was incorporated into our youth science camps and our 
science clubs began to operate in a more established 
manner. Visitors representing groups from comprehen-
sive schools and other educational institutions totalled 
59,087 – special thanks to our Science Sponsors. The 
year’s evenings for adults, such as those events held on 
Halloween and Valentine’s Day, have become an estab-
lished way for young adults to enjoy Heureka. 

During the year, Heureka was also very visible beyond 
its Tikkurila location. Musiikkitalo, in the heart of 
Helsinki, invited Pop-up Heureka to set up in its Main 
Foyer for the summer season and Tallink Silja’s Eu-
ropa cruise ship featured Heureka science presenta-
tions and workshops throughout the summer. Pop-up 
Heureka also toured schools and events, and its vari-
ous shows and workshop programmes are estimated 

to have reached an audience of approximately 50,000 
in locations outside of Heureka’s own building. 

Our international co-operation remained active 
throughout the year. Heureka’s exhibitions were on 
display in Hong Kong, Bangkok in Thailand, Pilsen in 
the Czech Republic, Coventry in England and at mul-
tiple science centres in the USA and Canada. In Ade-
laide, Australia, the Museum of Discovery opened its 
own licensed version of Heureka’s Seven Siblings from 
the Future exhibition. Additionally, Heureka Overseas 
Productions Ltd produced individual exhibits through 
co-operation with Fantasia Works, part of Lappset 
Group Ltd, in Ireland and Norway, among others. 

The Heureka Shops achieved a positive result. In terms 
of the shopping centre locations, the year showed that 
although business may be booming in one location, it 
can be clearly quieter in another. The Shop’s strategy 
was changed during the year so that, moving forward, 
it might rely even more heavily on the Heureka brand. 
The success achieved in 2019 helped to replenish our 
finances. We can now enter the new decade debt-free 
for the first time in a long time, ready to renew our-
selves and take on the challenges of the next 30 years. 
There is plenty of reason to celebrate, but our daily 
work continues, and we shall meet it head on with a 
humble and proud attitude.  

Tapio Koivu
Toimitusjohtaja
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6–15 yrs

Groups from 
schools and 
educational
institutions

Children
under 6 yrs

Heureka’s visitors
In 2019, Heureka had a total of 423,229 visitors. This 
figure came close to Heureka’s all-time attendance 
record, which was achieved during its opening year 
in 1989 when the science centre attracted more than 
430,000 visitors. The intense popularity during Heu-
reka’s 30th jubilee year was largely thanks to the Giant 
Dinosaurs and Mind Your Brain!  exhibitions.

Heureka’s number of visitors has only exceeded 
400,000 three times earlier: its opening year and in 
2001 and 2013. The year 2001 also featured a dinosaur 
exhibition, and the Body Worlds exhibition in 2013 
was a large contributor to that year’s success. An av-

erage of approximately 280,000 visitors come to Heu-
reka each year. 

The majority of Heureka’s visitors are families and 
groups, who visit the science centre during their free 
time, primarily on the weekends and during school 
holidays. Of the annual visitors, about 50,000 rep-
resent groups from comprehensive schools and oth-
er educational institutes, whose visits take place on 
weekdays during the school year. During 2019, this 
category accounted for 59,087 visitors. The number of 
visitors in all visitor groups increased, particularly in 
the group of children under 6 years of age. 

Visitors to Heureka in 2016–2019
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In terms of its number of visitors, Heureka is among Finland’s most popular recreational destinations. When the 
science centre was in the planning phase in the 1980s, the number of visitors per year was estimated to be 250,000. 
The long-term average has risen slightly higher than predicted, to a total of nearly 280,000 visitors per year. The 
annual number of visitors varies from year to year quite significantly depending on, for example, the range of 
exhibitions offered by Heureka and its competitors as well as the economic situation, which has an impact on the 
demand and consumer decisions of different visitor groups.

Number of visitors to Heureka in 1989-2019. The threshold of 400,000 visitors has only been exceeded four 
times in Heureka’s history: during its opening year in 1989 and in connection with the exceptionally success-
ful exhibitions in 2001 (Family Life of the Dinosaurs), in 2013 (Body Worlds) and in 2019 (The Giant Dinosaurs).

Visitors to Heureka’s exhibitions at Heureka and elsewhere in  1989–2019

Heureka opened its doors to the public in April 1989. Since then, Heureka’s exhibitions have been seen at Heureka 
by more than 8 million visitors. When expanded to include those who have seen Heureka’s exhibitions on display 
elsewhere in the world, the figure rises to over 28.5 million.
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Exhibitions and 
exhibition projects 
 
In 2019, a new, large temporary exhibition, The Giant 
Dinosaurs, and a new part of the main exhibition, Cir-
cular Factory, opened at Heureka. Of the temporary ex-
hibitions that had opened earlier, Seven Siblings from 
the Future remained on display for the start of the year 
and Mind Your Brain! for the entire year.

Additionally, Heureka’s range of exhibitions included 
the Heureka Classics, which examine various phenom-
ena in the fields of physics and perceptual psychology, 
as well as the theme exhibitions in the main exhibition 
area, including Intelligent City, Electri City, Wind in the 
Bowels, About a Coin and Science On a Sphere. The 
Under Cover! exhibits were on display in the main ex-
hibition area until 11 August, when it was dismantled 
and replaced by the Circular Factory. The outdoor Sci-
ence Park Galilei was open until 31 July, after which the 
resurfacing work began on its upper level.

The Giant 
Dinosaurs 
2 Feb. 2019 – 15 Mar. 2020 

The Giant Dinosaurs exhibition opened in the Cube 
Hall on 2 February. The dinosaur robots, fossil rep-
licas and genuine fossils displayed for the exhibition 
were rented from Dinodon Inc., the company run 
by the American dinosaur expert Don Lessem. The 
exhibition provided visitors with the opportunity 
to walk among some of the largest dinosaurs and 
to learn why they developed to be the size that they 
were. The exhibition also highlighted different pal-
aeontological research methods and showed how di-
nosaurs are still present today. With the help of a VR 
application, visitors were able to experience the birth 
of a saurolophus – from the perspective of the baby 
as it hatches from the egg. The exhibition texts, struc-
tures and staging were all designed by Heureka and 
implemented through co-operation with its network 
of partners. The exhibition texts were also published 
in an easy-to-read version, which earned Heureka an 
honourable mention in the ‘Annual easy-to-under-
stand award’ competition conducted by the Finnish 
Centre for Easy Language.

 396,260 visitors during 2019

 1,194 visitors/day
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12 Oct. 2018 – 6 Sep. 2020

Heureka’s Mind Your Brain! exhibition opened to 
the public in October 2018. The exhibition, realised 
through co-operation with the Finnish Brain Asso-
ciation, illustrates ways to take care of your brain.
 
In this fun and interactive exhibition, different 
games and tasks that challenge the brain are solved 
by groups of 2–5 visitors. The key message of the 
exhibition is that each of us has the opportunity 
to affect our own brain and that brain health is 
essential to our vitality. 

The poems for the exhibition were written by 
author Laura Ruohonen. In the planning phase of 
the exhibition, the concept and exhibit prototypes 
were tested by different target and visitor groups. 
The exhibition was also designed for international 
export.

 409,523 visitors during 2019

 1,125 visitors/day

 
16 Nov. 2017 – 13 Jan. 2019

The Seven Siblings from the Future exhibition was realised through co-operation between the Finnish Science Centre 
Heureka and the future-focused Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra. The exhibition was produced as part of Sitra’s jubilee 
year and the Finland 100 programme. It opened at Heureka on 16 November 2017 in connection with Sitra’s 50th 
anniversary celebration. The exhibition presented the possibilities that the future will offer to Finland and people in 
Finland through the stories of seven siblings. The concept for the exhibition was sold and put on display in Australia.

Mind Your Brain! Seven Siblings from the Future

 248,995 visitors while on display

 590 visitors/day
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Upcoming exhibitions in the planning

Through collaboration with its multidisciplinary net-
work of partners, Heureka will realise an exhibition 
on the possibilities that wood presents for the con-
struction of our future societies. In an eye-opening 
way, this interactive exhibition teaches visitors about 
the forests and the unparalleled properties of wood as 
well as about technologies used in and the possibilities 
offered by woodworking.

The main co-operative partner for the exhibition pro-
ject is the Wood Building Programme of the Ministry 
of the Environment. Other contributors include the 
Federation o the Finnish Woodworking Industries, 
the Finnish Forest Foundation, Metsä Wood, Stora 
Enso, UPM Plywood, Isku, Novart and Versowood.
 
Part of the exhibition being constructed was displayed 
under the name ‘Wild Wild Wood’ from 3 July to 29 
September 2019 in the Felleshus exhibition space of 
the Nordic Embassies in Berlin, where it was viewed 
by 24,239 visitors. The exhibition was one of the activ-
ities linked with Finland’s EU presidency. 

The planning for an exhibition on natural disasters and 
resilience continued during 2019. The exhibition will 
feature immersive spaces and interactive areas in order 
to demonstrate the catastrophic impacts caused by the 
interaction of humans and the extreme forces of na-
ture, preparations to deal with them and ways to sur-
vive them on both a community and individual level.

The exhibition is being produced through co-oper-
ation between Bordos Art Works, Finnish Red Cross 
and the HUMLOG Insitutute of the Hanken School of 
Economics.  The project is supported by the Maa- ja 
vesitekniikan tuki association, the National Emergency 
Supply Agency and the Finnish National Rescue Asso-
ciation SPEK. Additionally, the Jenny and Antti Wihuri 
Foundation has provided a grant for the realisation of 
the programme on natural disasters and resilience. 

Wild Wild Wood Natural disasters and resilience

A new addition to the main exhibition  

The Circular Factory teaches about circular economy and gives visitors the chance to experience the possibilities 
offered by the development of a sustainable materials economy. It encourages an active approach: a sustainable 
future is possible, but it requires everyone’s participation. The exhibition provides an opportunity to reflect on your 
relationship to consumption and to consider how to repair old items, recycle or create entirely new uses for dis-
carded products. The exhibition is part of Heureka’s broader circular economy theme, being realised over the years 
2018–2020. The main partners working around this theme include Sitra, Neste, Helsinki Region Environmental 
Services Authority HSY and Finnish Forest Industries.

Circular Factory 

The exhibition opened as part of a large public event held on 26 October 2019.

The exhibition will open in April 2020.

The exhibition will open in April 2021.
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Planetarium 
programme 
In 2019, Heureka’s planetarium films were viewed by 
nearly 187,000 visitors, which is an average of 63 vis-
itors per showing. 

The planetarium has three different films available to 
visitors and, during 2019, two of these films changed. 
In March, the domestically produced The Embrace of 
the Ocean film premiered at Heureka, thereby replac-
ing the film Baltic Sea. The Embrace of the Ocean is a 
film about the sea, the birthplace of all life In a fasci-
nating way, the film shows us a world that we do not 
see and our vision cannot reach. 

During December, the film Phantom of the Universe 
was removed from the programme and replaced by 
The Sun: Our Living Star, a film created by Render 
Area of Spain. The Sun: Our Living Star film provides 
completely new images of and information about our 
nearest star. 

In addition to its basic film repertoire, Heureka’s plan-
etarium is also used for special programmes and short 
films as part of public events and theme weeks. Dur-
ing the H18 Halloween event for adults, more than 
one thousand viewers were treated to the short film 
Luminokaya, and during the Space theme weeks, sev-
eral presentations of Space windows, led by an inspir-
er from Heureka, were arranged for school groups. 

Planetarium films, visitors and showings 2019 

Incoming!
(1 Jan. – 31 Dec.)

Baltic Sea
(1 Jan.–15 Mar.)

The Embrace of  
the Ocean
(16 Mar. – 31 Dec.)

Phantom of  
the Universe
(1 Jan. – 20 Dec.)

The Sun,  
Our Living Star
(21 Dec. – 31 Dec.)

From Earth to Universe 
(Space theme weeks  
4 – 15 Feb.)

Windows of the Space 
(Space theme weeks  
4 – 15 Feb.)

Luminokaya 
(Halloween event 1 Nov.)

  

946 73,915

334 16,222

831 50,260

765 42,397

32 1,942

22 857

8 277

10 961

 Visitors in total: 186,831 | Shows in total: 2,948 | Visitors per show on average: 63

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000

Shows VisitorsFilm Visitors

VÄÄRÄ TAULUKKO
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Public events
The public events delve further into Heureka’s exhibition topics and highlight current themes. Events based on Heureka’s 
own productions and those arranged together with our co-operative partners enrich Heureka’s evenings and weekends, 
provide a forum for encounters between various actors, and reinforce visitors’ understanding of the different topics on 
display. The public events are organised for families, school students and adult groups. In 2019, approximately 18,000 
visitors participated in Heureka’s public events.  

15 Feb. H18: Dinosaurs. At the H18 event organised for adult visitors around Valentine’s Day,  
the main focus was on dinosaurs, friendship and love.  Altogether 1,394 interested  
adults participated in the event.

2 Mar Children’s Medical Day.  This already traditional family event provided an introduction to 
medical science in the form of workshops and experiential activities aimed at children. 
The co-operative partners for the event were Pikkujätti Medical Centre for Children and 

29 – 30  
Mar. 

CellF. During March, Guy Ben-Ary, an Australian artist and researcher, brought the world’s 
first and only neural synthesiser to Heureka. The two evening concerts provided the 
audience an opportunity to listen to an analogue modular synthesizer controlled by a 
neural network playing together with human musicians. The concerts were attended by  
a total of 143 guests.

27 Apr. Heureka 30 yrs. Heureka’s 30th anniversary was celebrated with large dinosaurs, brain ac-
tivation, workshops and other special programmes. The family event attracted 1,190 visitors.

20 Jul. Moon Day. Heureka organised a Moon Day in honour of the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo programme, which was celebrated all around the world. The day’s programme 
included theme-related workshops and presentations. The Finnish space research 
society (Suomen Avaruustutkimusseura) participated in Moon Day by launching miniature 

14 Sep. Aalto iGEM. The workshops implemented by students from Aalto University, the University 
of Helsinki and University of Tartu introduced participants to synthetic biology by working 
with DNA strands, coding amino acids and proteins and studying the DNA of fruit. During 
the day, a total of 1,271 participants visited Heureka.

26 Oct. Pieces of the Future. The opening event for families to mark the launch of the 
Circular Factory exhibition discussed circular economy through workshops, theatre 
presentations and test areas. Co-operative partners for the event included Sitra, Finnish 
Forest Industries, Neste and Helsinki Region Environmental Services Authority HSY, 
Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE), VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, Aalto 
University, University of Helsinki, Versowood and UPM. The event attracted a total of 
2,472 participants.

1 Nov. H18: Halloween – Night of Predators. This already traditional Halloween-themed 
evening event for adults was organised for the fourth time. The Night of Predators 
took a look at both human and animal predators. The evening, with its workshops, 
presentations and expert lectures attracted 1,500 participants.

22 Nov. Day and Night of Chemistry. In honour of the 100th anniversary of the Finnish Chemical 
Society, a free Night of Chemistry event was held at Heureka. Free admission to the 
event was made possible by the Finnish Chemical Society. A Day of Chemistry event 
was also organised for school students earlier on the same day. The day and night 
programmes featured workshops, laboratory programmes, science show presentations, 
demonstrations, competitions, quizzes and expert lectures. The two events introduced 
aspects of chemistry to a total of 4,928 visitors. 
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Learning programmes 
and materials

ing programmes and materials include a phenome-
non-based approach, hands-on methods and methods 
based on the STEAM subjects (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Mathematics) and a multidisci-
plinary and comprehensive perspective. The materials 
support the development of working life skills, science 
and technology education, creative problem-solving, 
innovative skills, interaction skills and the utilisation of 
information and communications technology.

During 2019, altogether 20 new learning programmes 
were produced and utilised in connection with the sci-
ence camps, evening events for adults, public events, 
science clubs and school visits. Background materials 
and tasks were offered online in connection with the 
exhibitions Wind in the Bowels, About a Coin, Electri 
City, Mind Your Brain! and The Giant Dinosaurs, as well 
as for the main exhibition, Heureka’s outdoor Bedrock 
exhibition and the Trail of useful plants in Science Park 
Galilei. An extensive set of learning materials was pro-
duced on the basis of the circular economy theme. The 
materials focused on sustainable forest management, 
wood-based innovations and the reutilisation of waste 
materials. The materials were designed specifically for 
use by school groups, vocational students and adults. 
Heureka’s Trick Bank service and multidisciplinary 
workshop instructions were also offered online as class-
room activities and for self-guided hands-on learning.

Idea Workshop 

The third year of operation for the Idea Workshop continued with its company and student collaboration, gener-
ated new partnerships and developed its regional functionality and activities. The digital production equipment 
in the Maker-Space, Ahaa Forge, was utilised as a supervised service for use by general visitors and the hands-on 
workshop activities became an established part of the essential content of our public events. During 2019, the 
Idea Workshop activities were also implemented outside of Heureka through outreach activities, for example, on 
TallinkSilja cruise ships, in Kerava, Finland and in Bergen, Norway.

Projects that advance learning

Heureka participates in both national and international projects that advance learning, teaching and teacherhood. 
With consideration for the needs and multidisciplinary competence required for future working life, the projects 
create models and methods for teaching broad-based competencies and skills as well as phenomenon-based ap-
proaches. During 2019, Heureka contributed to the following projects:

- Innovation path projects funded by the Jenny and Antti Wihuri Foundation
- Broad circular economy project that involved an exhibition, public events, teacher training events and 
   learning materials
- Fidgety Gadget project supported by the Ministry of the Environment and Business Finland 
- Circular Factory project supported by Neste 
- StarT project coordinated by LUMA Centre Finland 
- Nordic ESERO project coordinated by the ESA. Additionally, Heureka represented Finland on the 
  Advisory Committee on Education (ACE) of the ESA.

Heureka’s inspirer-led learning programmes are multi-
disciplinary, inspired by different areas of science and 
intended to enhance the science centre experience. 
The aim is to implement the programmes in a way 
that develops scientific literacy and increases under-
standing as well as broad-based competencies, such as 
interaction, creative problem-solving and working life 
skills. The learning programmes are implemented in 
several different locations within Heureka, including 
laboratories, workshops, the Idea Workshop, Science 
Theatre, Pop-up Heureka and within the exhibitions, 
the Basketball Rat arena and the Science On a Sphere 
exhibits. The learning programmes are available by ad-
vance booking to, in particular, schools and education-
al institutions as well as companies, but they are also 
offered to all Heureka visitors without advance booking 
on weekends, evenings and holidays. With the help of 
the mobile Pop-up Heureka science show and our out-
reach workshops, Heureka’s learning services were able 
to reach audiences outside of Heureka’s own facilities.

Heureka’s learning materials provide students with 
an introduction and more in-depth information con-
cerning the exhibitions and planetarium film themes 
through tasks to be completed before and after their 
visit. They also provide tasks and activities that can be 
utilised in connection with the actual visit itself. The 
guiding principles for the production of the learn-

Participants in pre-booked learning programmes for school groups  
during 2019

Aurinkokunta

Värilaboratorio

Iloa ilmasta

Makukoulu-työpaja

Olomuotolaboratorio

Optiikka neljässä näytöksessä

Tuntevat aivot

Optiset illuusiot

DNA-elektroforeesi

Puhuva pää

Sähköinen ketjureaktio

Avaruuden ikkunat

Mittauslaboratorio

Heureka’s learning programmes are provided in the form of pre-booked presentations, particularly for school groups, and held 
in the laboratories, workshop areas, science theatre and at the Science On a Sphere exhibit. The programmes are also provided 
as public demonstrations that are open to all visitors. Examples of such programmes included so-called walk-in programmes in 
our laboratories, which attracted a total of more than 23,000 visitors, science theatre presentations for about 11,000 visitors and 
presentations held at the Science On a Sphere exhibit for about 1,900 visitors. The Basketball Rats were once again Heureka’s 
favourite public programme and were viewed by approximately 53,000 visitors.

0 500 1000 1500 2000
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International Heureka

Companies supported schools by sponsoring visits to Heureka through the long-established Science Sponsor pro-
gramme. In 2019, altogether 123 classes with 3,174 students visited Heureka on the support provided by different 
companies. Additionally, the Henry Ford Foundation facilitated the visits of 60 classes, the Finnish Association of 
Electrical Safety (STEK) 50 classes and the Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland 100 classes, by providing the 
funding for round-trip transportation to and from Heureka, admission fees and a workshop designed together 
with the supporter. The Välkky workshops supported by the Henry Ford Foundation were attended by 1,670 stu-
dents, STEK’s Electric City workshops were attended by 1,173 students, and the Tillståndslaboratorium programme 
included in the visits sponsored by the Swedish Cultural Foundation was attended by 2,253 Swedish-speaking 
students. Pop-up Heureka toured schools for one week around Kuopio and Varkaus on the support provided by 
the Finnish Association of Electrical Safety (STEK). The Sähköä ilmassa  (Electricity in the air) science show was 
taken to six schools and viewed by a total of 3,170 students. In honour of its anniversary year, the Finnish Chemical 
Society supported admission to Heureka and special programming for 26 classes from around Finland.

School visits to Heureka supported by sponsorship

Heureka contributes to international science centre 
co-operation in order to maintain the high standard 
of its activities, to further develop the industry and to 
promote the export of its exhibitions and services.

Heureka has been active in promoting international 
co-operation in terms of exhibition production. The 
objectives of joint production are to increase the re-
sources for planning, to share the production costs 
and to guarantee the broad international circulation 
of the exhibition without any need for interim storage.

The Heureka Goes Crazy exhibition, which  was  pro-
duced  within  the  European consortium together 
with the Pavilhão do Conhecimento – Ciência Viva 
in Lisbon and La Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie in 
Paris, continued its North American tour arranged by 
the Science Museum of Minnesota in St. Paul under 
the name Mental Health: Mind Matters. This year-
long exhibition was on display in the following places:

– Science Museum of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN, 
   United States

Heureka is a member of the following international co-operation organisations:
 
Association of Science-Technology Centers (ASTC)

European Network of Science Centres and Museums (ECSITE)

Nordisk Science Center Förbund (NSCF)

The Asia Pacific Network of Science & Technology Centres (ASPAC) 

International Council of Museums (ICOM)

Giant Screen Cinema Association (GSCA) 

Euromax (Euroopan superelokuvaliitto)

International Planetarium Society (IPS)

Immersive Media Entertainment, Research, Science & Arts (IMERSA) 

Nordisk planetariumforening (NPF)

European Science Events Association (Eusea) 

Visitor Studies Association (VSA)

Heureka is a particularly active member within ASTC, ECSITE, ICOM and NSCF. Heureka’s CEO is a member of the 
Board and Treasurer for ECSITE. The Head of Exhibitions is a member of the Executive Board of ICOM. The Director 
of Communication and Services sat on NSCF’s Board of Directors and the Experience Director served as chairman of 
ECSITE’s annual conference programme committee.

– Science Center of Iowa, Des Moines, IA, United States
– Rochester Art Center, MN, United States
– Montreal Science Centre, Quebec, Canada

Within the Nordic consortium, Heureka worked with 
Experimentarium (Copenhagen), VilVite (Bergen) 
and the National Museum of Science and Technology 
(Stockholm), to discuss the future of humankind as a 
possible theme for a future collaborative exhibition. 
A preliminary plan was drawn up on the topic for the 
purpose of investigating the possibilities for partner-
ship support for the exhibition.

Heureka is the national contact in Finland for the 
Nordic ESERO (European Space Education Resource 
Office) organisation funded by the ESA (European 
Space Agency) as well as a representative on ESA’s Ad-
visory Committee on Education.

Heureka is involved in the RePlay project funded by 
the European Commission. The project, which will be-
gin in 2020, deals with the recycling of electronic waste.

Science Camps and Science Clubs

During the school holidays, Heureka organised 
multidisciplinary and experiential camps intended 
to inspire young people to get excited about science 
and technology and to feed their continued interest 
in science. During the summer holiday, camps for 
children and youth aged 7–15 years were arranged as 
five-day camps. During the winter holiday (week 8) 
and autumn holiday (weeks 42), two-day camps were 
arranged for those aged 7–12 years. Additionally, the 
autumn holiday week featured a one-day innovation 
camp entitled Idean Kids Academy, arranged for 
9–12-year-olds through co-operation with Idean.  In 
2019, a total of nearly 1,354 children and youth par-

Numbers of summer science camp participants 2000–2019
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ticipated in Heureka’s science camps. Of that figure, 
1,082 participated in the camps that ran during the 
summer. The popularity of the summer science camps 
exceeded the figures of the previous years by attract-
ing the highest number of participants in the history 
of the programme. 

Based on the positive experiences of the previous 
year, Heureka offered a Thursday-afternoon science 
club during the spring and autumn. The science clubs 
provided weekly science-related activities for chil-
dren aged 7–12. During the autumn, we also arranged 
weekly club activities at Ylästö School in Vantaa. A 
total of 86 lower comprehensive school students par-
ticipated in Heureka’s science clubs during the year.
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Personnel and 
organisation
At the end of 2019, the Finnish Science Centre Foun-
dation had a staff of 65 (63 in 2018) full-time employ-
ees, 10 (8) fixed-term employees and 23 (18) part-time 
employees. The total number of person-years was 77 
(80). Additionally, several students and trainees and 
two non-military servicemen also worked at Heureka 
during 2019.

Personnel costs totalled 4.8 (4.7) million euro, which 
accounted for 42% (46%) of the total costs. The number 
of absences due to illness was 9 (8) days/person. The 
corresponding number of absences for all wage earners 
in Finland was 10 days (Statistics Finland, 2017).

Throughout the year, there was a total of 66 volunteers 
at Heureka. This figure includes the 9 volunteers who 
stopped working during the year and the 13 new vol-

unteers who joined up. At the end of the year, the total 
number of volunteers was 58 (54). Their annual input 
totalled 5,646 (5,823) volunteer hours. 

The project management training that was introduced 
in March through co-operation with Rastor contin-
ued until the end of the year. The training was tailored 
to the needs of the Finnish Science Centre Foundation 
and was attended by a total of 20 of Heureka’s clerical 
and managerial personnel. 

In addition to the further and refresher training of the 
individual units, Heureka also continued to provide 
its one-hour Friday seminars to the entire personnel. 
These events serve as an important internal informa-
tion and training component. A total of 33 Friday 
seminars were organised in 2019.

Director of 
Finance and Administration

Ari Kurenmaa

Administration
Head of Administration

Tiina Jokio

IT
Head of IT 

Roger Sandell

Planning and Design Exhibition 
Head of Exhibitions

Carina Jaatinen
Production

Head of Production
Jussi Sava

Programme Production
Head of Programme Production
Jutta Kujasalo

Customer Services
Head of Customer Services
Tiina Brunetto

Inspiration
Head of Inspiration
Pia Mäkelä

Heureka Shop
Managing Director
Päivi Astrén

Sales and Marketing
Head of Sales and Marketing
Vesa Kuokkala

Heureka Overseas 
Productions Ltd Oy

Director of 
Communication and Services
Heli Ainoa

CEO
Tapio Koivu

Experience Director
Mikko Myllykoski

Heureka´s organisation at the end of 2019

Ministry of Education and Culture 
Ministry of Employment and the Economy 
Ministry of Finance 
Trade Union of Education in Finland 
University of Helsinki 

Eeva Ahtisaari
Kalevi Alén
Kaarina Dromberg
Jan Fast
Leif Fast
Paul Fogelberg
Jarkko Hautamäki
Erkki Huurtamo
Jouko Joensuu
Matti Karjalainen 
Toivo Katila

Timothy Kopra
Erkki Kurenniemi
Lauri Lairala
Olli Lehto
Martti Lipponen
Olli Lokki
Tapio Markkanen
Hannu I. Miettinen
Carl G. Nordman
Heikki Oja
Ernst Palmén

Simo Parpola
Per-Edvin Persson
Maija Pohjakallio
Yrjö Pessi
Harry Pyykkö
Timo Relander
Päivi Setälä
Riitta Uosukainen
Paavo Uronen
Matti Virtanen
Johan Wrede 

Heureka’s honorary members 1989–2019

Organisations represented in 
the Finnish Science Centre Foundation 

Juha Antila
Tiina Hanhike
Riikka Heikinheimo
Vesa Heiska
Ilari Hetemäki
Laura Häggblom
Riitta Juntunen
Kirsi Jääskeläinen
Anneli Karhunen

Mervi Karikorpi
Kari Kinnunen
Ari Koskinen
Kaarlo Kähärä
Sirpa Lahti
Markku Leskelä
Tapio Lokki
Ulla Länsiharju
Jouko Narikka

Yrjö Neuvo  
Varpu Peltonen
Pasi Pesonen
Pekka Pihola
Mirkka Raninen
Iida Rekunen
Leif Schulman
Heikki Sipiläinen
Carl-Georg Träskman

Delegation of the Finnish Science Centre Foundation in 2019

Kaarle Hämeri                                     
Chairman    

Susanna Blomqvist
Peter Fredman
Markku Kuula
Sari Lindblom (Vice Chairman)

Anniina Pylsy
Lea Ryynänen-Karjalainen
Vesa Välimäki
Riikka Åstrand 

Board of the Finnish Science Centre Foundation in 2019

Kimmo Kiljunen                
Chairman    

  

Aalto University 
Central Organisation of Finnish Trade Unions 
City of Vantaa 
Confederation of Finnish Industries, EK 
Federation of Finnish Learned Societies
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Finances The key figures  

Support from the City of Vantaa 3,561,412.80 28,1 %

General subsidy from  
the Ministry of Education and Culture 2,643,000.00 20,8 %

Total 6,204,412.80 48,9 %

Heureka is run by the Finnish Science Centre Founda-
tion. The financial standing of the Foundation relies 
heavily on independently earned income from admis-
sion and rental fees, fundraising and exhibition ex-
ports. In addition, the research information provided 
by the science community and the support offered by 
companies are of vital importance to Heureka’s ope-
rations. Although the value of these activities is sig-
nificant, they are not included (in monetary terms) in 
Heureka’s financial statements.

Revenue from our own operations increased by more 
than 60%, particularly as a result of the number of vi-
sitors, and their share was 51% of the overall revenue. 
The admission yield increased and represented a share 
of approximately 37% of the overall operational fun-
ding. The average admission fee per visitor increased 
by 15% to 11.24 euro. The growth in admission fees 
was due to the increase in the number of family vi-
sitors, which were particularly drawn in by the Giant 
Dinosaurs exhibition. The number of visitors also 
increased Heureka’s rental income. The amount of 
funding from corporate co-operation and specifically 
targeted subsidies was lower than the previous year. 

The general subsidy from the Ministry of Education 
and Culture was more than 2.6 million euro. The City 
of Vantaa subsidised the operational costs with nearly 
3.6 million euro.

The equity share of the balance sheet total strengthened 
considerably as a result of the surplus (nearly 1.2 mil-
lion euro) and was 41% (29%). The Foundation has a 
credit limit of 0.6 million euro, but it was not at all in 
use during the year. The Foundation became debt free 
during the financial period. The Foundation invested a 
total of more than half a million euro. The most signi-
ficant investments were in the planetarium equipment 
and the resurfacing of the outdoor exhibition area. The 
surplus financial period increased Heureka’s finances, 
thereby raising the final balance sheet total considerab-
ly to EUR 4.7 million. The surplus result makes it pos-
sible for Heureka to make additional investments in the 
coming years to further improve its visitor experience.

The firm of authorised public accountants (KHT) 
BDO Oy served as auditors for the Finnish Science 
Centre Foundation, with Pertti Hiltunen, KHT, as the 
responsible auditor.

Admission income 4,730,124.85 37,3 %

Facility rentals 577,787.75 4,6 %

Corporate co-operation 225,640.00 1,8 %

Targeted income 485,402.13 3,8 %

Export income 97,248.03 0,8 %

Other income 373,233.60 2,9 %

Total 6,489,436.36 51,1 %

Independent operations         

12 693 849,16 100 %

The key figures concerning activities are determined by the Letter of Intent between Heureka, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture and the City of Vantaa for the purpose of ensuring Heureka’s activities. The key figures have 
been calculated as three-year averages. The target level is shown in brackets.

1.  Number of visitors to Heureka (> 300 000) 310,069

2.  Number of school visitors (> 55 000) 53,049

3.  Level of recommendation in visitor profile studies (> 82 %) 91

4.  Visitors from outside of the Helsinki metropolitan area (> 50 %) 62

5.  Visitors per full-time equivalent (> 3 500) 3,915

6.  Share of earned financing (> 43 %) 45

7.  Financial result (> 0 euroa) 318,881.00

8.  Solvency ratio (> 20 %) 31

9.  Targeted external funding 
       (> 500 000 euro/year entered into accounts)

870,740.00

10.  Total turnover of subsidiaries  (> 2,2 million euro) 2,304,280.00

2017–2019

Heureka’s Financial Structure in 2019

The key figures concerning activities

€

€

 %

 %Subsidies for ordinary operations

Funding total
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Profit and loss account 
of the Finnish Science 
Centre Foundation 

Balance sheet of the 
Finnish Science 
Centre Foundation

Ordinary operations

Income

Admission receipts 4,730,124.85 2,222,945.07

Rental income 577,787.75 391,003.34

Corporate co-operation income 225,640.00 290,176.54

Other operating income 955,883.76 1,139,522.47

Total income 6,489,436.36 4,043,647.42

31.12.2019 31.12.2018

Assets

Non-current assets

Establishment expenses 568,292.13 376,864.10

Tangible assets 1,329,704.19 1,335,777.46

Shares and participations 242,739.10 242,739.10

Non-current assets 2,140,735.42 1,955,380.66

Current assets

Short-term receivables 621,831.48 658,638.03

Total cash in hand and at bank 1,894,162.86 38,394.74

Current assets 2,515,994.34 697,032.77

Assets 4,656,729.76 2,652,413.43

Equity and liabilities

Capital and reserves 1,917,422.29 758,650.20

Liabilities

Long-term liabilities 0.00 386,603.84

Short-term liabilities 2,739,307.47 1,507,159.39

Liabilities total 2,739,307.47 1,893,763.23

Equity and liabilities 4,656,729.76 2,652,413.43

2019 2018

Subsidies

Government subsidies 2,643,000.00 2,625,000.00

City of Vantaa 3,561,412.80 3,527,224.08

Total subsidies 6,204,412.80 6,152,224.08

Financial income and expenses -11,617.17 -12,170.37

Operating deficit -5 ,045,640.71 -6,060,309.12

Surplus/Deficit for the period 1,158,772.09 91,914.96

Expenses

Exhibitions and plannig -2,648,811.78 -2,102,016.53

Production -944,416.92

Programme production -1,084,630.23 -802,803.59

Sales and marketing -1,027,044.25 -1,001,529.49

Customer service -336,677.07

Inspiration -583,934.53

IT

Directors and administration -1,187,850.63

Real estate and park -2,735,782.68 -2,320,495.76

Export expenses -59,570.86 -83,353.37

Depreciations

Total expenses -11,523,459.90 -10,091,786.17

Deficit -5 ,034,023.54 -6,048,138.75
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Support provided by 
different organisations  
In all its experiential productions, Heureka relies 
heavily on support provided by universities, research 
institutes and other experts. Companies and founda-
tions, in particular, provide support for Heureka’s 
activities and projects, either directly in cash or indi-
rectly through their expertise. The funding provided 
by Heureka’s external co-operative partners remained 
at a solid level during 2019. Fundraising co-operation 
continued even more intensely with Lantern Ltd. 

According to the new partnership model developed 
during 2018, partnerships are built primarily around 
themed programmes that span several years. The objec-
tive is, through the different phases of the programmes, 
bring heightened predictability to the revenue from 
partnership and, on the other hand, to offer partners 
the possibilities for even more comprehensive collabo-
ration and impact. The first overall entity carried out 
in accordance with the new model focuses on circular 
economy. Together with our partners, Heureka pro-
duced new events, learning materials and the Circular 
Factory exhibition for Heureka’s main exhibition area. 

The main co-operative partners for the circular eco-
nomy theme were Sitra, Helsinki Region Environme-
ntal Services Authority HSY, Neste and Finnish Fo-
rest Industries. Of the other themes, active progress 
was made during the year for the theme of wood 
construction, the main partners of which are the Mi-
nistry of the Environment, the Federation of the Fin-
nish Woodworking Industries and the Finnish Forest 

Foundation. A host of companies operating within the 
field are also contributing to these endeavours. 

New themes that got underway during the year inclu-
ded Natural disasters and resilience and Artificial in-
telligence and robotics. The partners for the Natural 
disasters and resilience theme included the Finnish 
Red Cross, the National Emergency Supply Agency, 
the Finnish National Rescue Association SPEK, Wihuri 
Foundation and the Maa- ja vesitekniikan tuki associa-
tion. The main partners for the Artificial intelligence 
and robotics theme were TEK – Academic Engineers 
and Architects in Finland and KOKO (Unemployment 
Fund for Highly Educated). The search for partners for 
both themes will continue actively during 2020.
 
The class sponsorship activities with funding pro-
vided by companies continued on a broad scale. In 
2019, companies supported schools by sponsoring vi-
sits to Heureka through the long-established Science 
Sponsor programme. Broader sponsor programmes 
were implemented with help from the Henry Ford 
Foundation, the Swedish Cultural Foundation in Fin-
land and the Finnish Association of Electrical Safety 
(STEK). HOK-Elanto became a new partner for Heu-
reka’s Tasting School. The main co-operative partner 
for the Mind Your Brain! exhibition was the Finnish 
Brain Association. In addition to the aforementioned, 
Heureka also collaborated with dozens of other com-
panies and organisations. Ongoing support is provi-
ded by Aga, the Mint of Finland and Vaisala.

Support for Heureka provided by by different organisations 2015–2019
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Foundations and 
others 

Corporate  
co-operation

Elgood Oy

Finnish Association of Electrical Safety (STEK)

Finnish Brain Association 

Finnish Chemical Society

Finnish Forest Foundation 

Finnish Forest Industries Federation

Finnish National Rescue Association SPEK 

Finnish Red Cross 

Helsinki Region Environmental  
Services Authority HSY

Henry Ford Foundation

Isku Oy

Janssen-Cilag Oy

Jenny and Antti Wihuri Foundation

Jujo Thermal Ltd

KOKO  
(Unemployment Fund for Highly Educated)

Kontram Oy

Maa- ja vesitekniikan tuki ry

Metsä Board Corporation

Metsä Fibre Oy

Metsä Wood

Ministry of the Environment

Mint of Finland Ltd 

National Emergency Supply Agency

Neste

Novart Oy

Oral Hammaslääkärit Oyj

Oy Aga Ab (Oy Linde Gas Ab)

Oy Essity Finland Ab

Pikkujätti Medical Centre for  
Children and Youth Ltd

Puutuoteteollisuus ry (Federation of  
the Finnish Woodworking Industries)

Sappi Finland Limited

Sinelli Oy

S-market/HOK-Elanto

Stora Enso Oyj

Stora Enso Wood Products Oy Ltd

Svenska kulturfonden  
(Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland)

TEK – Academic Engineers 

The Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

UPM Plywood Ltd

UPM-Kymmene Corporation

Vaisala Corporation

Vapo Group

Versowood Group 

The following companies and organisations supported  
the operation of Heureka in 2019  
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Kiinteistö Oy 
Tiedepuisto

Tiedekauppa 
Magneetti Oy
The Science Shop Magneetti, owned by the Finnish 
Science Centre Foundation, operates as an essential 
part of Heureka’s service concept. 

During 2019, the company had Heureka Shops opera-
ting within the science centre itself as well as in three 
shopping centres: Kamppi Shopping Centre in central 
Helsinki, Iso Omena shopping centre in Espoo and 
REDI shopping centre at Kalasatama in Helsinki. The 
customer flows of the REDI shopping centre, which 
opened in autumn of 2018, did not measure up to 
expectations and, therefore, the permanent activities 
of that Heureka Shop location ceased in spring 2019. 
During the Christmas holiday season, a pop-up Heu-
reka Shop operated in REDI. The lease in Iso Omena 
shopping centre ends on 29 February 2020.

The company will continue to operate on a temporary 
lease in the Amos Rex Shop located at Lasipalatsi in 
central Helsinki until the May 2020. The Amos Rex 

The Heureka property is owned by the real estate company Kiinteistö Oy Tiedepuisto, which is wholly owned by 
the City of Vantaa. The basic renovations continued during 2019 as well. The electrical input was secured by re-
newing the building’s medium-voltage equipment. The floor surfaces in the lobby were renewed. Basic renovation 
plans were drawn up to renew the ventilation in the old portion of the building and the children’s laboratory so 
that the actual renovation work can get underway in 2020. The basic renovation of the ventilation system will take 
several years, because it needs to be carried out gradually. Additionally, the upper yard of the external exhibition 
area was tiled.

Shop differs in external appearance and in terms of its 
range of products from the other Heureka Shops. 

The turnover of the Science Shop Magneetti totalled 
2.1 million euro in 2019, which amounts to an increase 
of 31% from the previous year.

During 2019, personnel training focused on the set-up 
and product displays in Heureka’s shop facilities. The 
training was a continuation of the shop renovations, 
initiated in 2018, which sought to increase the attrac-
tiveness of the shops and the visibility of Heureka and 
its services. 

A new strategy was established for the company in 
2019 to serve as a foundation for the ongoing develop-
ment of the shop concept. The renewal of the online 
shop was one of the larger projects carried out during 
the year. The new online shop was completed at the 
end of 2019 and will be launched in early 2020. 
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Heureka Overseas 
Productions Ltd Oy

Number of visitors to leased and sold exhibitions in 2019  
(total 573,868 visitors)

Children’s Heureka

Winter Games

Seven Siblings
from the Future

Move and Play!

Going Undeground

20X0
– A Journey into the Future

Tietomaa 
Oulu, Finland

1 Jan. – 2 Jun. 2019
24 038 visitors

Own production

Hong Kong Science Museum 
Hong Kong

14 Jun. – 16 Oct. 2019
200 523 visitors

Consortium

Museum of Discovery MOD 
Adelaide, Australia

29 Nov. – 31 Dec. 2019
6 930 visitors

Own production

Culture Coventry 
Great Britain

1 Jul. – 10 Nov. 2019
28 000 visitors
Own production

Techmania Science Center
Plzen, Czech Republic

1 Jan. – 31 Dec. 2019
183 291 visitors
Own production

Heureka  
Goes Crazy

Mental Health: Mind Matters

North America

1 Jan. – 31 Dec. 2019
112 550 visitors
Own production

National Science Museum and
Rangsit Science Centre  

for Educati0n 
Thailand

1 Jan. – 31 Dec. 2019
Tot. 18 536 visitors

Own production

Heureka Overseas Productions Ltd Oy (HOP), a sub-
sidiary owned by the Finnish Science Centre Founda-
tion, supports the Foundation’s activities through the 
rental and sale of exhibitions and individual exhibits 
produced by Heureka and other science centres. In 
2019, the company’s turnover totalled approximately 
0.8 million euro.  As a result of HOP’s activities, nearly 
400,000 visitors visited Heureka’s exhibitions abroad.
Heureka’s own Move and Play! exhibition was leased 
to Culture Coventry’s Transport Museum in England, 
where it was on display for four months.  The Child-
ren’s Heureka exhibition, another of Heureka’s own 
productions, was leased to Science Centre Tietomaa 
in Oulu, where it was on display until June 2019. Heu-
reka’s own exhibition, 20X0 – A Journey into the Fu-
ture, which was sold to the National Science Museum 
of Thailand, continued to be on display in Thailand.

The Winter Games exhibition implemented as a joint 
Nordic production was displayed at the Hong Kong 
Science Museum.  During 2019, HOP handled the 
marketing and sales of the Winter Games exhibition. 

HOP also marketed the Behind the Scenes exhibition, 
produced by the Science Centre Ahhaa in Estonia.
The Heureka Goes Crazy exhibition, produced within 
the European consortium, continued its North Ame-
rican tour arranged by the Science Museum of Min-
nesota under the name Mental Health: Mind Matters. 
During the year, the exhibition was on display in four 
different science centres.

A new aspect of HOP’s activities is the importing of 
concepts based on Heureka’s exhibitions. The first of 
these was the Australian version of the Seven Siblin-
gs from the Future exhibition. South Australia Uni-
versity’s Museum of Discovery MOD. has adapted 
the exhibition’s story and seven characters to reflect 
the future of a drought-stricken Australia in the year 
2050 in the imaginary city of ‘Eucalara’. The exhibition 
opened at the MOD. science centre in Adelaide on 8 
November 2019.

HOP consulted and organized workshops for four dif-
ferent cultural operators in Finland and abroad. 
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